allergy (7 LL¥—)

Excessive sensitivity to a substance, as pollen, feathers, or dust, or a
chemical, such as a detergent, cosmetic or drug.

Allergy is the cause of hay fever and hives, and may be the cause of
many cases of asthma, eczema and sinusitis.

Allergic reactions are an exaggeration of the normal immune response
to bacteria, virus, etc. Normally, the body responds to invasion by
forming antibodies to fight the invader.. The allergic response is similar,
except that the antibodies react with the allergen, or invader substance,
to cause the body to release chemicals that create undesirable side effects.
Allergic reactions are most common in the respiratory tract and the skin,

though they may also affect the digestive system.
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